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In 2005, the approximately 2.2 mile Radnor Trail, aka the P&W Trail, opened between Radnor-Chester Road and Old Sugartown Road in Radnor Twp.  The trail was converted from the bed of the Stafford Branch of the Pennsylvania and Western Railroad, originally intended as the eastern link to York then linking with a series of rail lines to reach the west coast.  Service between 69th Street and Strafford began in 1905.  In 1912, a branch was opened from Villanova Junction to Norristown; this is now SEPTA’s high speed trolley line running between 69th Street and Norristown.  The original right of way between 69th Street and Villanova Junction was to accommodate four tracks but only two were built.  The Strafford branch was abandoned in 1956.

Last summer, the Radnor Township supervisors endorsed a proposal to extend the Radnor Trail to the east, linking to the Norristown High Speed line as a rail with trail.  The concept has now broadened to link Valley Forge National Historical Park via existing roads, approximately 4 miles, to the Radnor Trail, then via rail with trail to close to 69th Street terminal, then through park land along Cobbs Creek in Millbourne Borough joining with the Cobbs Creek Greenway at Market Street and Cobbs Creek Parkway.  At 59th Street the East Coast Greenway joins the Cobbs Creek Greenway heading to the Heinz Refuge.  Plans are already proceeding to finish the Cobbs Creek Parkway south of the Church Lane / 70th Street intersection to the John Heinze Wildlife Refuge.

A Coalition including the Bicycle Coalition of Greater Philadelphia, the Clean Air Council, the Delaware County Cycling Committee, the PA Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, the Rails to Trails Conservancy and REI is pursuing this concept and seeking a feasibility study.  Last Friday, a coalition delegation met with SEPTA officials including their chief planner, chief engineer, two real estate executives and a public relations executive.  At an earlier meeting with 7th Congressional District Representative Pat Meehan, was very interested in the Forge-Heinz Trail, the trail network evolving in the Delaware Valley and how such projects have been funded.  Tomorrow Meehan’s staff have arranged for a small coalition delegation to meet with two SEPTA board members in Meehan’s office.

I propose the Chester County Cycling Coalition endorse the concept of the Valley Forge to Heinz Trail and become a member of the Coalition.

